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Vaccine Access and

Guidance

Heading into respiratory virus season,
Californians deserve clear, science-
based recommendations and access
to immunizations to protect
themselves from vaccine-preventable
disease. Learn about the changes to
state law to maintain insurance
coverage and ensure access to
vaccines across pharmacies, clinics,
and other health care providers.
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West Coast Health Alliance (WCHA)

« West Coast Health Alliance to uphold scientific intearity in public
health

« Goals:

» Focus on evidence-based recommendations from respected
national professional organizations

« Coordination to reduce confusion and increase trust
« Align across states
« Not infended to replicate other national prior or current in-depth reviews of

evidence to recommendations
* Venue for coordination of programmatic & implementation efforts
» Partnerships with pharmacies and other providers
» Sharing of tools

CDPH
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/03/california-oregon-and-washington-to-launch-new-west-coast-health-alliance-to-uphold-scientific-integrity-in-public-health-as-trump-destroys-cdcs-credibility/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/03/california-oregon-and-washington-to-launch-new-west-coast-health-alliance-to-uphold-scientific-integrity-in-public-health-as-trump-destroys-cdcs-credibility/
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CA Laws relevant to ACIP Recommendations
(pre AB144)

Adyvisory Committee on Immunization Practices

~ ~ o ~
School Entry Pharmacist Specific Settings & Insurance
Requirements Vaccination Populations Coverage

Certain vaccine « MD order not needed « SNF Standing orders « Medi-Cal

required by law for if age >3Y, vaccine for flu and * Private Plans

schools & child authorized by FDA & pneumococcal « Disability Plans

care recommended by vaccines >= 50 yo

Medical ACIP « CalWorks recipients

Exemptions *  Major provider of flu awareness/educati

reference and COVID-19 on

ACIP, AAP, & AAFP vaccines
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Vaccine Guidance and AB 144

* New state law establishes CDPH as the source for immunizations and
preventive services guidelines based on medical organizations

* Baseline recommendations ACIP and USPSTF 1/1/25

 CDPH can issue updates as needed
» Future FDA or ACIP changes
« USPSTF changes

« California regulated health plans are required to cover these
Immunizations and services

* Provide liability protection to providers who administer vaccines based
on CDPH recommendations

\CDPH
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Additional vaccine coverage provisions
under AB 144

* A pharmacist may independently inifiate and administer an
Immunization that was ACIP-recommended on January 1, 2025, or is
currently recommended by CDPH, to persons age 3 years or older

» Aligns coverage requirements for commercial plans with ACIP
recommendations as of January 1, 2025, or any subseqguent
modification by CDPH.

» State law currently provides a pharmacist with the authority
to administer immunizations pursuant to a protocol with a prescriber.

 CDPH recommendations cover COVID vaccine for anyone who wants
protection, state law does not require an attestation for pharmacists
to administer to anyone 3+ years.

\CDPH
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Immunization Provider Liability Protections
under AB 144

* Persons prescribing, dispensing, ordering, furnishing, or
administering vaccines shall not be liable for any injury, including
residual effects of the vaccine if:

* Vaccines are given in accordance with CDPH recommendations
« Given as part of a public health outreach program

» Sunsets January 1, 2030

\CDPH
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CDPH/ WCHA Recommendations

Age/Condition COVID-19 Influenza

Children - All 6-23 months . All 6 months and older . All younger than 8 months?

+ All 2-18 years with risk factors + All 8-19 months with risk factors
't @ or never vaccinated against

COVID-19

» All who are in close contact with
others with risk factors'

+ All who choose protection’

Pregnancy - All who are planning pregnancy, - All who are planning pregnancy, - 32-36 weeks gestational age?
O pregnant, postpartum or pregnant, postpartum or

@ lactating lactating

Adults « All 65 years and older = All « All 75 years and older

F = All younger than 65 years with « All 50-74 years with risk factors
@‘ risk factors

« All who are in close contact with
others with risk factors

= All who choose protection

u

\\ c D PH 1. COVID-19 vaccine is available for persons & months and older.

2. Protect infants with either prenatal RSV vaccine or infant dose of nirsevimab or clesrovimab.
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Advisory Commitiee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP)

» Recent actions to replace committee raise questions about
commitment to evidence-based recommendations

« Committee meeting last week

« Combined MMRYV vaccine

« Removed as an opfion for 15" dose (12-18 mos)
« Most providers vaccinate separately at 15t dose
« Removes parental choice

« Hepatitis B — vote deferred
« COVID-19

« Stillrecommended for all 6 mos+ - with shared clinical decision making
- Broader than FDA recs

\CDPH
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Estimated Coverage of Respiratory
Vaccines, U.S.

NIS)

Seasonal influenza vaccine 49.2% (children)
46.7% (adults 18+)
48.3% (adults 65+)*A

Updated COVID-19 vaccine 13% (children)
23% (adults 18+)
27.8% (adults 65+)A

RSV vaccine, adults 75+

(ever received) 47.5%

CDC-NIS vaccine coverage estimates available here. California estimates are similar to U.S.
estimates.

Data as of 4/26/25 (*2/22/25).

ALimited to Medicare fee-for-service beneficiaries enrolled in Part D, from CMS claims data.

\CDPH
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https://www.cdc.gov/respvaxview/about/index.html
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Stay up to date with C

« CDPH Respiratory Virus
Surveillance Dashboard

« CDPH Cal-SuWers
Wastewater Surveillance
Dashboard

« CalCAT Dashboard

DIVISION OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL

Ly

Division o f Communicable
Disease Control Homepage

California COVID-19 Dashboard

California Reportable

Clinicians can
use dashboards
to help answer
epidemiologic
questions

Dashboards

Where are we in the current

resp seasone Is it worse than
In previous yearss

s it getting better or worse?¢

Are people getting sick
enough to seek freatmente

Are people being
hospitalized?

Data can inform preparedness, guidance, policy and clinical
infidential - Low

decisions


https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/RespiratoryVirusReport.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/CalSuWers-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/CalSuWers-Dashboard.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/CalSuWers-Dashboard.aspx
https://calcat.covid19.ca.gov/cacovidmodels/
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Key Takeaways and next steps

« Assembly Bill 144 helps to ensure
* Vaccine recommendations continue to be based on expert guidance
 Insurance coverage continues for vaccines that are safe and effective
* Immunizers can continue to administer & have liability protections

* Next Steps:
« Continue to track ACIP and other federal actions
« Confinue to partner with WCHA
« Update California recommendations as needed
« Send out healthcare provider communication

« Upcoming meetings with
* Pharmacies

« Public Health for All Californians Together (PHACT) Coalition

* Private & Public healthcare systems, insurers, CA professional orgs, academic
partners, local public health, etc.

\CDPH
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« Stay informed:
« Subscribe to CDPH Policy Alerts

e Subscribe to CDPH Communications
Tools and Newsletter

Contact - Guidance and Policy
- Inquiry Submission Portal
Informahon » Follow & share on social media (next
slide)

\CDPH
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https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/SB336/RegistrationForm/#msdynttrid=EPMDp8LrZwuDCt4uvx-txYuHa3akMAVrgGKQ5tbyxHg
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/OfficeofComms/registrationpage/?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=3193f5db-8ac9-4d9d-8ef3-4dadd8b70200#msdynttrid=EtEjJrJq-syk8nYqymShcjhqllns7H_rjf65PLNYbNwhttps://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/OfficeofComms/registrationpage/?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=3193f5db-8ac9-4d9d-8ef3-4dadd8b70200#msdynttrid=EtEjJrJq-syk8nYqymShcjhqllns7H_rjf65PLNYbNw
https://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/OfficeofComms/registrationpage/?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=3193f5db-8ac9-4d9d-8ef3-4dadd8b70200#msdynttrid=EtEjJrJq-syk8nYqymShcjhqllns7H_rjf65PLNYbNwhttps://cdph-marketing.powerappsportals.com/OfficeofComms/registrationpage/?msdynmkt_trackingcontext=3193f5db-8ac9-4d9d-8ef3-4dadd8b70200#msdynttrid=EtEjJrJq-syk8nYqymShcjhqllns7H_rjf65PLNYbNw
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/InquirySubmissionPortal.aspx#msdynttrid=BAYdfcjoIt14r0GUwu920f7FLH2PLuf6wJ1lryhbDO0
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/InquirySubmissionPortal.aspx#msdynttrid=BAYdfcjoIt14r0GUwu920f7FLH2PLuf6wJ1lryhbDO0

Follow CDPH on Social Media

elRUEB8E
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Facebook: @CAPublicHealth
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Instagram: @CAPublicHealth

X: @APublicHealth  FE e

SURVIVOR

pesunyns o [

LinkedIn: California Department of Public Health _

YouTube: CA Public Health - YouTube

Threads: @CAPublicHealth

BlueSky: @capublichealth.bsky.social

TikTok: @capublichealth - NEW!
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https://www.facebook.com/CAPublicHealth
https://www.instagram.com/capublichealth/
https://twitter.com/CAPublicHealth
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-department-of-public-health
https://www.youtube.com/user/CAPublicHealth
https://www.threads.net/@capublichealth
https://bsky.app/profile/capublichealth.bsky.social
https://www.tiktok.com/@capublichealth?_t=ZP-8zfrl9p123L&_r=1

e YOur Local
%° Epidemiologist

* Your Local Epidemiologist — California

« American Academy of Pediatrics "Fact
Checked"

Other « Children's Hospital of Philadelphia -
Vaccine Education Center

Resources

 Vaccine Intearity Project

« Common Health Coadlition Vaccine
Resources

Confidential - Low


https://yourlocalepidemiologistca.substack.com/?utm_source=homepage_recommendations&utm_campaign=281219
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/
https://www.chop.edu/vaccine-education-center
https://www.chop.edu/vaccine-education-center
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/vaccine-integrity-project
https://commonhealthcoalition.org/vaccine-resources/
https://commonhealthcoalition.org/vaccine-resources/
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/

California Department of
Managed Health Care (DMHC)

Mary Watanabe, Director

CaliforniaDMHC
0 Managed 1

S T www.DMHC.ca.gov Health re
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DMHC Mission Statement

The mission of the Department of Managed Health Care
(DMHC) is to ensure health plan members have access
to equitable, high-quality, timely, and affordable health
care within a stable health care delivery system.

@ californiaDMHC Pl 21

Managed

N www.DMHC.ca.gov Health
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Health Plan Coverage Requirements

Health plans / health insurers licensed by the DMHC / CDI
must cover preventive care items and services, including
immunizations, with NO cost-sharing or utilization
management (prior authorization), if:

« Recommended by existing federal bodies as of January
1, 2025

« Recommended by CDPH

DEPARTMENT OF
22

CaliforniaDMHC
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Health Plan Coverage Requirements (2)

KNOW YOUR RE= ¥
HEALTH CARE RIGHTS

In California, health plan
members have the right to:
COVID-19 vaccines
with no cost-sharing
or prior authorization

Under CA law, health plan members have the right to
COVID-19 tests, vaccines & treatment with no cost-sharing.

@) californiaDMHC DEPARTMENT OF

Managed 23
@ @cADmHC www.DMHC.ca.gov Health re

© californiaDMHC



DMHC Resources

« DMHC Know Your Health Care Rights Fact Sheet on COVID-
19 Tests, Vaccines & Treatment includes important information
on health plan coverage requirements.

« DMHC All Plan Letter 25-015 summarizes new requirements
under AB 144 & highlights recent recommendations by CDPH
regarding immunizations to protect against COVID19, RSV,

and influenza.

* Visit www.DMHC.ca.qov & follow us on Social Media for
current information and resources.

DEPARTMENT OF
p

Managed
re

@) californiabMHC

N www.DMHC.ca.gov Health

© californiaDMHC


https://www.dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/DO/COVID-FactSheet.pdf
https://www.dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/DO/COVID-FactSheet.pdf
https://www.dmhc.ca.gov/Portals/0/Docs/OPL/APL25-015-AssemblyBill144andCoverageofPreventiveCareServices(9_18_2025).pdf?ver=VGjQYk9mmFMKyRnvVp7X6Q%3d%3d
http://www.dmhc.ca.gov/

DMHC Help Center

Visit www.DMHC.ca.gov
or call 1-888-466-2219

@) californiabMHC
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Medi-Cal Vaccine Coverage Updates

Medi-Cal will cover.vaccines recommended
by any of the following:

Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP)

American Academy of Pediatrics

American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists

American Academy of Family Physicians

California Department of Public health
(CDPH)

Medi-Cal will continue to cover
COVID-19 vaccinations for
all persons age 6 months or older

Vaccines for Children (VFC) only
covers vaccines that are ACIP-
recommended

Medi-Cal will cover childhood
vaccines outside of VFC if
recommended by any of the trusted
medical societies | mentioned,

or CDPH.

A California pharmacist may
independently initiate and administer
an immunization that was ACIP-
recommended on January 1, 2025, or
is currently recommended by CDPH,
to persons age 3 years or older. Medi-
Cal will continue to cover vaccines
administered by pharmacists.
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