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Advancing and Accelerating Equity:
The Genesis of the CalHHS Equity Dashboard



The Dashboard



Equity Dashboard Status: June 2022
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Equity Dashboard “Discovery” 
Process Status



Departments Identified Several Demographic Data Priorities



Equity Dashboard Discovery Process: Data Collection Interview Findings



Today’s Focus: Share Feedback on User Profiles for Dashboard Development



CalHHS Will First Develop a 
Dashboard Focused on Data Gaps



Ne xt St e p s ...



Fu t u re P la n s



Thank You



CA Elder Index Kathryn Kietzman, PhD, MSW
Director, Health Equity Program

UCLA Center for Health Policy Research



healthpolicy.ucla.edu

THE UCLA CENTER FOR HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH

California Elder Index
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Outline

▪ Measuring Economic Security vs Poverty

▪ Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Guidelines  vs

▪ Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index (Elder Index)

▪ Identifying Inequities

▪ Demographics of Economically Insecure Older Californians

▪ Current Efforts to Sustain the CA Elder Index
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FPL vs. Elder Economic Security 
Standard™ Index
FPL
1. 50 year old standard of 

living (CPI adjusted)
2. Single national amount
3. Based on consumption of 

average family
4. Same amount whether 

renter or owner of home

Elder Index
1. Current standard of living
2. County level
3. Uses costs of basic 

goods and services 
needed by average older
adult (e.g. higher health 
care costs)

4. Varies by type of housing
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Monthly Basic Living Cost Components, Single Elder 
Renter, Urban vs. Rural, 2019 Elder Index



healthpolicy.ucla.edu

THE UCLA CENTER FOR HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH

Basic Cost of Living for Single Elders Who Rent vs. 
Income Sources, 2019 CA Elder Index
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Trends 2013 – 2019: Elder Index for Single 
Elder Renter vs. Income and FPL
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Who is overlooked by the FPL?

http://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/publications/search/pages/detail.aspx?PubID=1417 
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Housing Type
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Race and Ethnicity
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Citizenship Status
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Select Counties
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Current Efforts to Sustain the CA Elder Index
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Funder Acknowledgments, Past 15 Years
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Thank You! Questions?
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Latino Ethnicity
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Single Elders Ages 65 and Older With Incomes Below the 2019 
CA Elder Index: Poor and Hidden Poor By Asian Ethnicity
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2019 CA Elder Index: Basic Living Cost 
Components by Housing Type
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Select County Comparisons: Basic Cost of Living for 
Single Elders Who Rent, 2019 CA Elder Index
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The Milbank Quarterly
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Rationale 

• Society-level characteristics can have major positive or negative 

effects on the health and well-being of older persons. 

• These effects are mediated through limitation or enhancement 

of access to effective health care, through providing supports 

that enhance function and restrict dependency, by assuring 

financial security and opportunities for older persons to 

effectively engage in society. 

• U.S policymakers continue their preoccupation with the future 

solvency of Medicare and Social Security to the neglect of 

broader issues.

• We must move beyond the archaic old-age dependency ratio 

and metrics, such as GDP, which neglect many of the critical 

factors that influence societal function and healthy aging.



To be useful an Index of Societal Aging must:



There are five domains in the Hartford 

Aging Index

1. Productivity and Engagement: measures connectedness 

within and outside the workforce

2. Security: measures support for retirement and physical safety

3. Equity: measures gaps in well-being and economic security 

between the haves and have nots

4. Cohesion: measures tension across generations and social 

connectedness

5. Well-being: measures the state of being healthy



Hartford Aging Index (cont’d)
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Characteristics



Milbank Quarterly - Correlation of Domains



Scoring on a measure

1. Ensure larger values implies better outcomes

• eg. 1-poverty rate

2. Standardization across measures: 

• Goalpost: min and max values are set as goalposts to 

expressed different units into measures between 0 and 

100%



Scoring on a measure con’t

All individual measures are standardized with a score of zero for 

the worst performing state and a score of 100 for the best 

performing state where higher values indicate better outcomes. 

eg. In the measure “Average Hours Volunteering, Age 65+), in 

2003-2005 the lowest state is Louisiana, where those over 65 

years volunteered an average of 0.49 hours a year, and the most 

volunteering was in New Hampshire, where those over 65 

volunteered an average of 3.39 hours per year.  Thus Louisiana 

was given a score of 0 for this measure and New Hampshire a 

score of 100. In Massachusetts, the average is 1.03, which is 19% 

of the way between 0.49 and 3.39, so it was given a score of 19. 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

California: 38th

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Productivity

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Security

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Equity

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



Between States and Over Time re Cohesion

A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Cohesion

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Well-being

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

California: 47th

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



Between States and Over Time – Line Graph - 3
A US State Index of Successful Aging: Differences Between States and Over Time

Milbank Quarterly, First published: 23 November 2021, DOI: (10.1111/1468-0009.12542) 



Conclusions

• Hartford State Aging Index highlights the core domains of a 

successful aging society

• Robust to different weighting schemes and methods

• Captures change in U.S. State rankings over time

• Use other States as a benchmark can highlight potential for 

improvements and emulate their strengths

• Future work analyzing the causes of the rankings could provide 

guidance for how U.S. State policy could lead to environments 

that promote a successful aging society

• Could be adapted to look at County performance within 

a state
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(CADRP) - Setting Priorities



The Near-Term Objectives of the CADRP



related progress indicators and targets



targets
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Summary

& Next Steps
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Thank you!

Contact: Engage@aging.ca.gov.

mailto:Engage@aging.ca.gov
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