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Welcome & Introductions

Catherine Blakemore
Committee Chair

Family Member Representative



Today’s 
Agenda

I. Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Committee Priorities Recap 

II. Dementia Standards of Care Presentation & 
Discussion

III. Legislative & Budget Updates

IV. Break

V. Healthy Brain Initiative Updates & Discussion 

VI. Master Plan for Aging Updates & CA for ALL Ages 
& Abilities Day of Action Presentation & 
Discussion

VII. Public Comment 

VIII. Finalization of Recommendations & Items for 
CalHHS Secretary 

IX. Closing Comments & Next Steps  



Committee Member Introductions 

Committee Chairs

• Catherine Blakemore, Family Member Representative (Chair) 

• Darrick Lam, ACC Senior Services, Family Member Rep (Vice Chair) 

Stakeholder Committee Members

• Meg Barron, Alzheimer’s Association, Consumer Organization Rep

• Julie Souliere, CA Health & Human Services Agency

• Dr. Sarah Tomaszewski Farias, UC-Davis, Alzheimer’s Disease Diagnostic & 
Treatment Centers Rep

• Pam Montana, Consumer Rep

• Andrea Robert, Consumer Rep



Committee Member Introductions

Stakeholder Committee Members (Cont.) 

• Dr. Dolores Gallagher Thompson, Stanford University, Social Research Rep

• Dr. William Mobley, UC San Diego, Academic Medical Research Rep

• Todd Shetter, ActivCare Living, Service Provider Rep 

• Celine Regalia, Collabria Care, Alz. Day Care Resource Center Rep 

• Dr. Wynnelena Canlas Canio, Kaiser Permanente, Mental Health Field Rep 

• Barbara McClendon, Alzheimer’s Los Angeles, Service Provider Representative 
(joining in Sept.) 

Vacancy:

• Elder Law Representative 



Fiscal Year 
2023-2023 
Committee 

Priorities 
Recap

Catherine Blakemore
Committee Chair

Family Member Representative



Dementia 
Standards of 

Care

Dr. Karen Mark
California Department of Health Care 

Services (DHCS)

Lauren Groves
California Department of Public Health 

(CDPH) 

Meg Barron
Alzheimer’s Association



Dementia Care Aware Update

Karen E. Mark, MD, PhD

Medical Director

California Department of Health Care Services



Dementia Care Aware Updates

• Updated name to Dementia Care Aware—focus on providing 
care

• CMS announced HCBS Spending Plan funds can now be spent 
through March 31, 2025, a year longer than previously approved 
(March 31, 2024). Total amount of Dementia Care Aware 
funding, $25 million, remains unchanged

• On track to launch training by July 2022 on 
DementiaCareAware.org



Dementia Care Aware Phases



Clinical Advisory Board (CAB)

• UCSF and DHCS established the CAB to inform Dementia Care 
Aware activities (e.g., cognitive health assessment toolkit, 
screening tools)

• Comprised of key stakeholders including members from:

• Primary care provider organizations

• Community based organizations

• Dementia experts from UC campuses, the ten California 
Alzheimer’s Disease Centers, the CDPH Alzheimer’s Disease 
Program, and the CalHHS Alzheimer’s Disease & Related 
Disorders Advisory Committee



SB 48: Medi-Cal: Annual cognitive 
health assessment

• SB 48 establishes an annual cognitive health assessment as a 
Medi-Cal benefit for beneficiaries age 65 and older if they 
are otherwise ineligible for a similar assessment as part of 
the Medicare Annual Wellness Visit.

• Pending legislative appropriation, Medi-Cal providers will be 
eligible to receive payment for this Medi-Cal benefit, for 
Medi-Cal-only beneficiaries, if they:

• Complete cognitive health assessment training, as 
approved DHCS (Dementia Care Aware training)

• Use one of the validated tools recommended by DHCS



Cognitive Health Assessment is 
designed for PCPs 

• Includes initial assessments that are
• Free to use

• Quick to administer

• Easy to score

• Validated in primary care

• Available in multiple languages

• Assessments can be done by different members of the 
health care team

• Assessments can be done longitudinally over multiple visits





Start with the Head



Move Down the Arms



the support







Dementia Care Aware Training

• Case based and interactive

• Addresses key populations
• Non-English speaking

• Co-morbid substance use disorder

• Co-morbid serious mental illness

• People with disabilities

• Older adults experiencing homelessness

• Addresses how to do the assessment over the phone, 
asynchronously, and by other team members

• Aiming for 90 minute training; will have quizzes



Many thanks to Dr. Anna Chodos 
and the entire UCSF team!

Questions?



Standards of Dementia Care



CA State 2021-22 Budget Act 
(Funding through June 2024) 

25



Standards of Dementia 
Care Recommendations*



Key Informant 
Interviews



Statewide Standards of Dementia 
Care Model Direction ($1.7 Million)



Model Direction ($1.7 Million) - 2

Statewide Standards of Dementia Care 
Model Direction ($1.7 Million)



Predictive Analytics ($2.12 Million)



Questions



Dementia Standards of Care Introduction
● Excited to partner with DHCS on Dementia Aware 

Grant

● Continuing the work to help all Californian’s receive a 

timely and accurate diagnosis

○ Based on Association research, less than half of 

individuals living with dementia have been given a 

diagnosis

● We’ve Hired a Dementia Care Aware Director to 

coordinate our participation



Dementia Care Aware Director - Ron Spingarn
● Nearly 30 years of Experience in Policy, Public Health, Project 

Management with

○ Transform Health - Supporting Sacramento’s Whole Person 

Care pilot 

○ Department of Managed Health Care

○ Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (Now 

HCAI)

○ California Senate Committee Consultant

● Ron comes to this role from the Spingarn Group where he is 

founder and CEO which advises nonprofit organizations on policy 

engagement and program development



Dementia Standards of Care Introduction - 2

● Our Goals for Dementia Aware/SB 48

○ To support and encourage providers to conduct more 

cognitive screenings/assessments

○ Can work in tandem with Governor’s investments on 

standards of care (FY 21/22)

○ To build the first ever evidence based consensus 

guidelines that can be used to show better outcomes for 

dementia patients. 

• We believe Dementia Aware is a first step to “model a 

statewide standard of care to the nation”

Dementia Standards of Care Introduction



Legislative & 
Budget 
Updates

Jared Giarrusso
Alzheimer’s Association

& All



Legislative & 

Budget Update



State Legislative Update

● Diverse Bills Introduced in Both 

Houses

○ Currently Tracking 29 Bills

• 5 - Alzheimer’s Specific Bills

● All bills either in their second houses 

or have been held for this session



State Legislative Update - 2

● In Addition to Alzheimer’s, Tracked 

Bills Focused On:
○ Long-Term Services & Supports/Affordability

○ Conservatorship

○ Law Enforcement Training

○ Housing

○ Home & Community Based Services

State Legislative Update



Budget Update

● January Proposal & May Revise Included

○ $10 million - Healthy Brain Initiative 

○ $350 million - Community Health Workers - Climate, 

Homelessness, Dementia

○ $36.3 million - Master Plan for Aging Implementation 

● Legislative Budget Agreement

○ $20 million - Alzheimer’s and Dementia Caregiver 

pilot program



ALZHEIMER’S 

SPECIFIC BILLS



AB 2175 (Rubio) - California 

Wandering Taskforce - Held in Appropriations

• Sponsored by ALZ LA/Orange 

County/San Diego

• Convened Under the 

Department of Justice

• Focused on Statewide 

Recommendations to Address 

Wandering

• 20 Members

• To Meet 4 to 6 Times

• Representatives Include

– Department of Aging

– Law Enforcement

– Counties 

– Service Providers

– Hospital Systems

– Regional Centers



AB 1684 (Voepel) - Alzheimer’s Public 

Awareness Campaign

• Author Drafted

• Requires Department of Aging to 

Implement a Public Awareness 

Campaign

• Amended to include a focus on unpaid 

caregivers



SB 861 (Limón)



AB 2583 (Mullin) - Held in Appropriations



AB 1618 (Aguiar-Curry)



AB 1618 (Aguiar-Curry) - 2

Advisory Committee Updates
• Removing Stigmatizing Language & Conforming Language

• Currently 14 Members by Statute 

• AB 1618 grows the Membership to 20 Members

• Removes Term Limits For Members Living With Alzheimer’s

• Additional Include

– First Responders

– A Commissioner for the Commission on Aging

– Primary Care Physicians 

– An Additional Consumer Organization Representative

– Two Representatives from the Legislature

AB 1618 (Aguiar-Curry)



AB 1618 (Aguiar-Curry) - 3

New Amendments

• Continuing to Remove Stigmatizing Language

• Adding Local Health Representatives

• Modifying Language Regarding Caregivers - Formal/ Family and 

Paid/ Unpaid

• Term Limits - Removal for Those Living with Alzheimer’s

• Language Uplifting Diversity

• Allows the Secretary of CHHS General Authority to Appoint 

Additional Members (Limited to 25 Total) - Senate Health 

Committee Staff Request

AB 1618 (Aguiar-Curry)



Healthy Brain 
Initiative 
Updates

Lauren Groves

California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) 



CALIFORNIA HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE



CALIFORNIA HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE - 2

CALIFORNIA HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE



HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE: PURPOSE & FUNDING

51



ROAD MAP



LOS ANGELES COUNTY



PLACER COUNTY



SACRAMENTO COUNTY



SAN DIEGO COUNTY



SANTA CLARA COUNTY



SHASTA COUNTY



OVERALL HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE OUTCOMES

 Integrated Cognitive Health into Countywide Public Health Initiatives

 Assessed and Tailored Programs to meet specific community needs

 Built Cognitive Health Partners throughout the County 



HEALTHY BRAIN INITIATIVE: 

WHAT’S NEXT?



AREAS OF FOCUS FOR FUTURE OF HBI 2.0



QUESTIONS - 2

QUESTIONS



CA for ALL Ages 

& Abilities: 
Day of Action

Amanda Lawrence
California Department of Aging (CDA) 

Nancy McPherson 
AARP California 





CA Aging & Disability Committees

Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Disorders Advisory Committee: Provides ongoing advice and 

assistance on program needs and priorities of persons impacted by ADRD

CA Aging & Disability Research Partnership: Advances age- and disability-focused research

CA Elder & Disability Justice Coordinating Council: Increases coordination and develops 

recommendations to prevent and address abuse, neglect, exploitation, and fraud perpetrated 

against older adults and adults with disabilities.

Disability & Aging Community Living Advisory Committee: Advises CalHHS on advancing 

community living, inclusion, and integration across California.

Equity in Aging Advisory Committee: Advises on the implementation of the MPA and CDA on 

aging and disability programs, services, data collection, and staff development.

IMPACT Stakeholder Committee: Advises CalHHS on the implementation of the MPA: 

accountability, outcomes, and continuous improvement.

https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/alzheimers-disease-and-related-disorders-advisory-committee/
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/master-plan-for-aging/#about-the-partnership
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/elder-and-disability-justice-coordinating-council/
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/disability-and-aging-community-living-advisory-committee/
https://aging.ca.gov/equity_in_aging_resource_center/#implementation-meetings
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/master-plan-for-aging/#about-the-impact-stakeholder-committee


Public Comment - 2

Public Comment

Attendees joining by webinar (Zoom), use the Q&A 

function to ask a questions or select the raise hand 
icon. The moderator will announce your name and will 
unmute your line.

Attendees joining by phone, press *9 on your dial pad 
to “raise your hand”. The moderator will announce the 

last 4 digits of your phone number and will unmute your 
line.



Finalization of 
Recommendations

& 
Items for CalHSS

Secretary

Catherine Blakemore
Committee Chair

Family Member Representative



Closing 
Comments & 

Next Steps

Catherine Blakemore
Committee Chair

Family Member Representative



Thank you!

Visit the CalHHS Alzheimer’s Disease & 

Related Disorders Advisory Committee 

webpage for:

• More information about the 

Committee

• Upcoming meeting dates

• Presentations, recordings, and 

transcripts of past meetings

https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/alzheimers-disease-and-related-disorders-advisory-committee/
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