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  OLMSTEAD ADVISORY COMMITTEE

  
         Second Year of 2009-10 Legislative Session

The California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHS) compiles and updates a Legislation List related to Olmstead implementation activities.  The list is developed based on Olmstead Advisory Committee input.  Committee members are asked to submit information on bills that have a substantial impact on Olmstead implementation—whether advancing or impeding implementation—for inclusion on the list.  The following Legislation List informs the Secretary of CHHS and guides discussion at Committee meetings. 

STATE LEGISLATION

AB 342 (John A. Perez): would authorize the changes proposed in the 1115 waiver application. 
Status:   Senate Appropriations. 
Advance/Impede Olmstead Implementation: increased care coordination for seniors and people can improve health outcomes and reduce inpatient stays, however members also have recorded opposition to the bill unless amended regarding the readiness of providers to meet accessibility needs of the population and the timeline for the mandatory enrollment.
AB 1600 (Beall): would expand coverage requirements for certain health care service plan contracts and health insurance policies to include the diagnosis and treatment of a mental illness of a person of any age. 

Status:   Senate Appropriations, hearing set for July 15. 
Advance/Impede Olmstead Implementation: Advances
Relationship to Olmstead: appropriate and timely treatment can reduce unnecessary institutionalization and increase full inclusion in the community.

AB 1801 (Yamada): requires the California Department of Social Services to provide annual reports to the legislature on the implementation of quality assurance and fraud detection and prevention activities for the In-Home Supportive Services Program.
Status: Hearing cancelled at request of author.
Relationship to Olmstead: This relates to the Olmstead Goal of quality assurance, which aims to improve the quality of services based on desirable outcomes and measures and increase the level of consumer satisfaction.
SB 38 (Alquist): would require law enforcement agencies to disseminate information on missing, cognitively impaired seniors 65 and older.  This bill is similar to the Amber Alert system for missing youth.

Status:   Held in Senate appropriations, failed deadline.
Advance/Impede Olmstead Implementation: Advances
Relationship to Olmstead: Improves safety for community living services.
SB 998 (Liu): would require the Department of Health Care Services to develop a tool for the uniform long-term care services assessment of individuals in need of long-term care and establish case management services in each county. 
Status:  held in Senate Appropriations, failed deadline.
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: advance
Relationship to Olmstead: This relates to the Olmstead goal of having assessments that result in an informed choice for the consumer as to the most appropriate and integrated setting.  
SB 1196 (deSaulnier): this bill was amended to address day services for minors and is no longer Omlstead-related.
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: n/a.
Relationship to Olmstead: n/a.
SB 1256 (Hancock): establishes January 23 as Ed Roberts Day, requiring a gubernatorial proclamation and observation in public schools of his life as a leader in the disability rights movement. 

Status:  enrolled on July 7, 2010.

Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: advance
Relationship to Olmstead: increases awareness of the rights of individuals with disability for full integration in the community.

ACR No. 162 (Beall): designates the second week of October as Disability History Week. 
Status:   Assembly Concurrence pending.

Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: advance
Relationship to Olmstead: increases awareness of disability history, reduces stigma and promotes inclusion of people with disabilities in the community.

FEDERAL LEGISLATION                                                                              

H.R.1170 (Boozman): Amends chapter 21 of title 38, United States Code, to establish a grant program to encourage the development of new assistive technologies for specially adapted housing for veterans. 

Status: 5/20/09- Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
H.R.1408 (Schakowsky): Requires all newly constructed, federally assisted, single-family houses and town houses to meet minimum standards of visitability for persons with disabilities.

Status: 3/10/2009- Referred to the House Committee on Financial Services. 

S.434 (Kerry): Amends title XIX of the Social Security Act to improve the State plan amendment option for providing home and community-based services under the Medicaid program, and for other purposes.

Status: 2/13/2009- Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

HR 1670 (Davis) and S 683 (Harkin): as companion bills would enact the Community Choices Act aimed at implementing the Olmstead decision.  

Status: HR 1670  was amended into health care reform legislation HR3590 and became part of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PL 111-148)
H.R.897 (Putnam): Amends the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow individuals a deduction for qualified long-term care insurance premiums, use of such insurance under cafeteria plans and flexible spending arrangements, and a credit for individuals with long-term care needs.

Status: 2/4/2009- Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means. 

S.697 (Kennedy): Amends the Public Health Service Act to help individuals with functional impairments and their families pay for services and supports needed to maximize their functionality and independence and to have choices about community participation, education, and employment, and for other purposes.

Status: 3/25/2009- Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

H.R. 3590 (Rangel): Establishes a mandate for legal residents of the United States to obtain health insurance or pay a penalty; sets up insurance exchanges through which certain individuals and families could receive federal subsidies to reduce the cost of purchasing coverage; expand eligibility for Medicaid; reduces Medicare spending in certain areas; impose a tax on insurance plans with high premiums; and make other changes to the tax code, Medicare, Medicaid and other programs.
Status: Signed by the President: PPACA (PL111-148).
H.R. 4213: Was amended and no longer includes the six-month extension of the enhanced federal Medicaid funding to states established in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
Status: No longer directly Olmstead-related.
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