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LEGISLATION LIST OF THE

OLMSTEAD ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Second Year of 2007-08 Legislative Session—Final Report

This document serves as a summary of the legislation related to Olmstead implementation activities in the second year of the 2007-2008 Legislative Session.  During the second year of this Legislative Session, the Olmstead Advisory Committee tracked 14 bills through the State Legislature, with seven of those bills making it to the Governor’s desk and four of those bills being signed into law.  There were also five Federal bills being tracked by the Committee, with zero of them making it to the President’s desk.  This document will further summarize the actions taken on the 14 State bills.

Assembly Bills

During the second year of the 2007-2008 Legislative Session, the Olmstead Advisory Committee tracked ten Assembly Bills.  Governor Schwarzenegger signed Assembly Bill (AB) 572 (Berg, Chapter 648, Statutes of 2008) and AB 749 (Wolk, Chapter 477, Statutes of 2008) into law.  Assembly Bill 572 changes ADHC program requirements in the areas of staff qualifications, service accessibility for persons for whom a meal is contraindicated, duration of transport for program participants and policies/procedures relating to natural disasters.  The Governor directed the Department of Health Care Services to propose legislation in the next session to more narrowly define some of the bill’s terminology and eliminate any unintended fiscal impact.  AB 742 requires RCFEs to have an emergency plan in place and available to residents and emergency responders.  
There were six bills that died in Committee, AB 322 (Anderson)-Appropriations, AB 364 (Berg)-Appropriations, AB 380 (Berg)-Appropriations, AB 851 (Brownley)-Rules, AB 1434 (Dymally)-Health and AB 1875 (Huff)-Human Services.  However, a key provision to AB 851 (Brownley), the elimination of a sunset date for the medical Working Disabled Program, was included in Trailer Bill AB 1183.     

The Governor vetoed two of the Assembly Bills tracked by the Committee, AB 317 (Berg) and AB 759 (Karnette) relating to Alzheimer’s Day Care Resource Centers and fire inspections in RCFEs, respectively.  The Governor vetoed AB 317 based on the potential for unnecessary General Fund expenditures and duplicative administrative efforts by the Department of Health Care Services.  AB 759 was vetoed based on its potential to significantly impact small residential care providers economically, therefore forcing some residents into more restrictive settings.
Senate Bills

Of the four Senate bills that the Olmstead Advisory Committee tracked, SB 491 and SB 483 were signed into law by the Governor.  SB 491 (Alquist, Chapter 339, Statutes of 2008) allows for an increase in membership of the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Advisory Committee and tasks the Committee with developing recommendations on Alzheimer’s care.  SB 483 (Kuehl, Chapter 379, Statutes of 2008) requires applicants or recipients of Medi-Cal who request medical assistance for home and facility care to meet specific eligibility requirements.  SB 1606 (Yee) died in Appropriations.   

SB 535 (Kuehl) would have revised the consumer information service system in terms of how the information is made available.  The Governor vetoed this bill on the basis that it is duplicative of efforts that are successful and currently underway at the Department of Public Health.
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