H. R. 6893—2 
Excerpted Bill Relating to Family Finding and Engagement                                                     
TITLE I—CONNECTING AND

SUPPORTING RELATIVE CAREGIVERS

SEC. 101. KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS FOR CHILDREN.

(a) STATE PLAN OPTION.—Section 471(a) of the Social Security

Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (26);

(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (27)

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(28) at the option of the State, provides for the State

to enter into kinship guardianship assistance agreements to

provide kinship guardianship assistance payments on behalf

of children to grandparents and other relatives who have

assumed legal guardianship of the children for whom they

have cared as foster parents and for whom they have committed

to care on a permanent basis, as provided in section 473(d).’’.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 473 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 673) is

amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(d) KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS FOR CHILDREN.—

‘‘(1) KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In order to receive payments under

section 474(a)(5), a State shall—

‘‘(i) negotiate and enter into a written, binding

kinship guardianship assistance agreement with the

prospective relative guardian of a child who meets

the requirements of this paragraph; and

‘‘(ii) provide the prospective relative guardian with

a copy of the agreement.

‘‘(B) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The agreement shall

specify, at a minimum—

‘‘(i) the amount of, and manner in which, each

kinship guardianship assistance payment will be provided

under the agreement, and the manner in which

the payment may be adjusted periodically, in consultation

with the relative guardian, based on the circumstances

of the relative guardian and the needs

of the child;

‘‘(ii) the additional services and assistance that

the child and relative guardian will be eligible for

under the agreement;

‘‘(iii) the procedure by which the relative guardian

may apply for additional services as needed; and

‘‘(iv) subject to subparagraph (D), that the State

will pay the total cost of nonrecurring expenses associated

with obtaining legal guardianship of the child,

to the extent the total cost does not exceed $2,000.

‘‘(C) INTERSTATE APPLICABILITY.—The agreement shall

provide that the agreement shall remain in effect without

regard to the State residency of the relative guardian.
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‘‘(D) NO EFFECT ON FEDERAL REIMBURSEMENT.—

Nothing in subparagraph (B)(iv) shall be construed as

affecting the ability of the State to obtain reimbursement

from the Federal Government for costs described in that

subparagraph.

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS ON AMOUNT OF KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP

ASSISTANCE PAYMENT.—A kinship guardianship assistance payment

on behalf of a child shall not exceed the foster care

maintenance payment which would have been paid on behalf

of the child if the child had remained in a foster family home.

‘‘(3) CHILD’S ELIGIBILITY FOR A KINSHIP GUARDIANSHIP

ASSISTANCE PAYMENT.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A child is eligible for a kinship

guardianship assistance payment under this subsection if

the State agency determines the following:

‘‘(i) The child has been—

‘‘(I) removed from his or her home pursuant

to a voluntary placement agreement or as a result

of a judicial determination to the effect that

continuation in the home would be contrary to

the welfare of the child; and

‘‘(II) eligible for foster care maintenance payments

under section 472 while residing for at least

6 consecutive months in the home of the prospective

relative guardian.

‘‘(ii) Being returned home or adopted are not appropriate

permanency options for the child.

‘‘(iii) The child demonstrates a strong attachment

to the prospective relative guardian and the relative

guardian has a strong commitment to caring permanently

for the child.

‘‘(iv) With respect to a child who has attained

14 years of age, the child has been consulted regarding

the kinship guardianship arrangement.

‘‘(B) TREATMENT OF SIBLINGS.—With respect to a child

described in subparagraph (A) whose sibling or siblings

are not so described—

‘‘(i) the child and any sibling of the child may

be placed in the same kinship guardianship arrangement,

in accordance with section 471(a)(31), if the State

agency and the relative agree on the appropriateness

of the arrangement for the siblings; and

‘‘(ii) kinship guardianship assistance payments

may be paid on behalf of each sibling so placed.’’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADOPTION ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS.—Section

473(a)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 673(a)(2)) is amended

by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(D) In determining the eligibility for adoption assistance

payments of a child in a legal guardianship arrangement

described in section 471(a)(28), the placement of the child with

the relative guardian involved and any kinship guardianship

assistance payments made on behalf of the child shall be considered

never to have been made.’’.

(2) STATE PLAN REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(20) of such Act (42

U.S.C. 671(a)(20)) is amended—
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(i) by adding ‘‘and’’ at the end of subparagraph

(C); and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(D) provides procedures for criminal records checks,

including fingerprint-based checks of national crime

information databases (as defined in section 534(e)(3)(A)

of title 28, United States Code), on any relative guardian,

and for checks described in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph

on any relative guardian and any other adult living

in the home of any relative guardian, before the relative

guardian may receive kinship guardianship assistance payments

on behalf of the child under the State plan under

this part;’’.

(B) REDESIGNATION OF NEW PROVISION AFTER AMENDMENT

MADE BY PRIOR LAW TAKES EFFECT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Section 471(a)(20) of the Social

Security Act (42 U.S.C. 671(a)(20)) is amended—

(I) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘(C)’’ and

inserting ‘‘(B)’’; and

(II) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as

subparagraph (C).

(ii) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by

clause (i) shall take effect immediately after the

amendments made by section 152 of Public Law 109–

248 take effect.

(3) PAYMENTS TO STATES.—Section 474(a) of such Act (42

U.S.C. 674(a)) is amended—

(A) by striking the period at the end and inserting

‘‘; plus’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(5) an amount equal to the percentage by which the

expenditures referred to in paragraph (2) of this subsection

are reimbursed of the total amount expended during such

quarter as kinship guardianship assistance payments under

section 473(d) pursuant to kinship guardianship assistance

agreements.’’.

(4) CASE PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—Section 475(1) of such Act

(42 U.S.C. 675(1)) is amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(F) In the case of a child with respect to whom the

permanency plan is placement with a relative and receipt

of kinship guardianship assistance payments under section

473(d), a description of—

‘‘(i) the steps that the agency has taken to determine

that it is not appropriate for the child to be

returned home or adopted;

‘‘(ii) the reasons for any separation of siblings

during placement;

‘‘(iii) the reasons why a permanent placement with

a fit and willing relative through a kinship guardianship

assistance arrangement is in the child’s best

interests;

‘‘(iv) the ways in which the child meets the eligibility

requirements for a kinship guardianship assistance

payment;

‘‘(v) the efforts the agency has made to discuss

adoption by the child’s relative foster parent as a more
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permanent alternative to legal guardianship and, in

the case of a relative foster parent who has chosen

not to pursue adoption, documentation of the reasons

therefor; and

‘‘(vi) the efforts made by the State agency to discuss

with the child’s parent or parents the kinship

guardianship assistance arrangement, or the reasons

why the efforts were not made.’’.

(5) SECTION HEADING AMENDMENT.—The section heading

for section 473 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 673) is amended by

inserting ‘‘AND GUARDIANSHIP’’ after ‘‘ADOPTION’’.

(d) CONTINUED SERVICES UNDER WAIVER.—Section 474 of such

Act (42 U.S.C. 674) is amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(g) For purposes of this part, after the termination of a demonstration

project relating to guardianship conducted by a State

under section 1130, the expenditures of the State for the provision,

to children who, as of September 30, 2008, were receiving assistance

or services under the project, of the same assistance and services

under the same terms and conditions that applied during the conduct

of the project, are deemed to be expenditures under the State

plan approved under this part.’’.

(e) ELIGIBILITY FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES AND EDUCATION

AND TRAINING VOUCHERS FOR CHILDREN WHO EXIT FOSTER

CARE FOR RELATIVE GUARDIANSHIP OR ADOPTION AFTER AGE 16.—

(1) INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES.—Section 477(a) of such

Act (42 U.S.C. 677(a)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (5);

(B) by striking the period at the end of paragraph

(6) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(7) to provide the services referred to in this subsection

to children who, after attaining 16 years of age, have left

foster care for kinship guardianship or adoption.’’.

(2) EDUCATION AND TRAINING VOUCHERS.—Section 477(i)(2)

of such Act (42 U.S.C. 677(i)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘adopted

from foster care after attaining age 16’’ and inserting ‘‘who,

after attaining 16 years of age, are adopted from, or enter

kinship guardianship from, foster care’’.

(f) CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICAID.—Section 473(b)(3)

of such Act (42 U.S.C. 673(b)(3)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking the period and

inserting ‘‘, or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(C) with respect to whom kinship guardianship assistance

payments are being made pursuant to subsection (d).’’.

SEC. 102. FAMILY CONNECTION GRANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part B of title IV of the Social Security

Act (42 U.S.C. 620–629i) is amended by inserting after section

426 the following:

‘‘SEC. 427. FAMILY CONNECTION GRANTS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and Human Services

may make matching grants to State, local, or tribal child welfare

agencies, and private nonprofit organizations that have experience

in working with foster children or children in kinship care arrangements,

for the purpose of helping children who are in, or at risk
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of entering, foster care reconnect with family members through

the implementation of—

‘‘(1) a kinship navigator program to assist kinship caregivers

in learning about, finding, and using programs and services

to meet the needs of the children they are raising and

their own needs, and to promote effective partnerships among

public and private agencies to ensure kinship caregiver families

are served, which program—

‘‘(A) shall be coordinated with other State or local

agencies that promote service coordination or provide

information and referral services, including the entities

that provide 2–1–1 or 3–1–1 information systems where

available, to avoid duplication or fragmentation of services

to kinship care families;

‘‘(B) shall be planned and operated in consultation

with kinship caregivers and organizations representing

them, youth raised by kinship caregivers, relevant government

agencies, and relevant community-based or faithbased

organizations;

‘‘(C) shall establish information and referral systems

that link (via toll-free access) kinship caregivers, kinship

support group facilitators, and kinship service providers

to—

‘‘(i) each other;

‘‘(ii) eligibility and enrollment information for Federal,

State, and local benefits;

‘‘(iii) relevant training to assist kinship caregivers

in caregiving and in obtaining benefits and services;

and

‘‘(iv) relevant legal assistance and help in obtaining

legal services;

‘‘(D) shall provide outreach to kinship care families,

including by establishing, distributing, and updating a kinship

care website, or other relevant guides or outreach

materials;

‘‘(E) shall promote partnerships between public and

private agencies, including schools, community based or

faith-based organizations, and relevant government agencies,

to increase their knowledge of the needs of kinship

care families to promote better services for those families;

‘‘(F) may establish and support a kinship care ombudsman

with authority to intervene and help kinship caregivers

access services; and

‘‘(G) may support any other activities designed to assist

kinship caregivers in obtaining benefits and services to

improve their caregiving;

‘‘(2) intensive family-finding efforts that utilize search technology

to find biological family members for children in the

child welfare system, and once identified, work to reestablish

relationships and explore ways to find a permanent family

placement for the children;

‘‘(3) family group decision-making meetings for children

in the child welfare system, that—

‘‘(A) enable families to make decisions and develop

plans that nurture children and protect them from abuse

and neglect, and
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‘‘(B) when appropriate, shall address domestic violence

issues in a safe manner and facilitate connecting children

exposed to domestic violence to appropriate services,

including reconnection with the abused parent when appropriate;

or

‘‘(4) residential family treatment programs that—

‘‘(A) enable parents and their children to live in a

safe environment for a period of not less than 6 months;

and

‘‘(B) provide, on-site or by referral, substance abuse

treatment services, children’s early intervention services,

family counseling, medical, and mental health services,

nursery and pre-school, and other services that are

designed to provide comprehensive treatment that supports

the family.

‘‘(b) APPLICATIONS.—An entity desiring to receive a matching

grant under this section shall submit to the Secretary an application,

at such time, in such manner, and containing such information

as the Secretary may require, including—

‘‘(1) a description of how the grant will be used to implement

1 or more of the activities described in subsection (a);

‘‘(2) a description of the types of children and families

to be served, including how the children and families will

be identified and recruited, and an initial projection of the

number of children and families to be served;

‘‘(3) if the entity is a private organization—

‘‘(A) documentation of support from the relevant local

or State child welfare agency; or

‘‘(B) a description of how the organization plans to

coordinate its services and activities with those offered

by the relevant local or State child welfare agency; and

‘‘(4) an assurance that the entity will cooperate fully with

any evaluation provided for by the Secretary under this section.

‘‘(c) LIMITATIONS.—

‘‘(1) GRANT DURATION.—The Secretary may award a grant

under this section for a period of not less than 1 year and

not more than 3 years.

‘‘(2) NUMBER OF NEW GRANTEES PER YEAR.—The Secretary

may not award a grant under this section to more than 30

new grantees each fiscal year.

‘‘(d) FEDERAL CONTRIBUTION.—The amount of a grant payment

to be made to a grantee under this section during each year in

the grant period shall be the following percentage of the total

expenditures proposed to be made by the grantee in the application

approved by the Secretary under this section:

‘‘(1) 75 percent, if the payment is for the 1st or 2nd year

of the grant period.

‘‘(2) 50 percent, if the payment is for the 3rd year of

the grant period.

‘‘(e) FORM OF GRANTEE CONTRIBUTION.—A grantee under this

section may provide not more than 50 percent of the amount which

the grantee is required to expend to carry out the activities for

which a grant is awarded under this section in kind, fairly evaluated,

including plant, equipment, or services.

‘‘(f) USE OF GRANT.—A grantee under this section shall use

the grant in accordance with the approved application for the grant.

‘‘(g) RESERVATIONS OF FUNDS.—
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‘‘(1) KINSHIP NAVIGATOR PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall

reserve $5,000,000 of the funds made available under subsection

(h) for each fiscal year for grants to implement kinship

navigator programs described in subsection (a)(1).

‘‘(2) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall reserve 3 percent

of the funds made available under subsection (h) for each

fiscal year for the conduct of a rigorous evaluation of the

activities funded with grants under this section.

‘‘(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may reserve

2 percent of the funds made available under subsection (h)

for each fiscal year to provide technical assistance to recipients

of grants under this section.

‘‘(h) APPROPRIATION.—Out of any money in the Treasury of

the United States not otherwise appropriated, there are appropriated

to the Secretary for purposes of making grants under this

section $15,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 through 2013.’’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 425 of such Act (42

U.S.C. 625) is amended by inserting ‘‘(other than sections 426,

427, and 429)’’ after ‘‘this subpart’’.

(c) RENAMING OF PROGRAM.—The subpart heading for subpart

1 of part B of title IV of such Act is amended to read as follows:

‘‘Subpart 1—Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare

Services Program’’.

