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Navigating Health and Long Term Care through Person-Centered Systems of Information, Counseling and Access
Program Grant Announcement from CMS and AoA under the Affordable Care Act

Consistent with the vision in the 2003 solicitation for Aging and Disability Resource Centers to serve all persons regardless of age, income or disability, this federal funding will help States develop and strengthen statewide systems of LTC information, counseling and access. Applicants are expected to involve a full partnership of all the state and local agencies that are involved in the State’s ADRC network, including CDA, Medi-Cal, Department of Rehabilitation, State Protection and Advocacy systems, AAAs, Independent Living Centers and other providers of long term services and supports counseling for aging and disability populations. There are four distinct funding opportunities being offered. Each grant period is 24-months and awards will be made by 9/30/2010.
The California Health and Human Services Agency is the strongest applicant for two of the sections: 

 

Section B, Long Term Care Options Counseling statewide standards.  Funds are to establish consistent expectations for the level and quality of service provided by ADRCs for long-term care options counseling. Establishment of core standards and a training curriculum will strengthen current ADRC capacity, assist new organizations in building the capacity to become an ADRC and will improve the information and referral standards throughout the aging and disability network more broadly. All states are eligible to apply and 20-25 grants will be awarded. Potential award is $500,000 over 2 years. 
Section D, ADRC Hospital to Home Care Transitions. Funds must build on existing activities of evidenced-based care transition models operating within the state to enhance current strategies, employ innovative approaches or expand an existing partnership between a hospital and ADRC. Only 6 awards of $400,000 over a 2-year period are anticipated. We have four local ADRCs who would be eligible partners for this submission. 

The Department of Health Care Services is the eligible applicant for Section C, ADRC Nursing Home Transitions and Diversions. Funds are intended to increase existing ADRCs’ capacity to assist with MFP transitions and diversion services, and provide minimal funding for infrastructure development of new ADRCs to help with implementation of the Minimum Data Set 3.0. 29 states operating MFP demonstrations are eligible to apply and 16-24 awards of approximately $400,000 are anticipated. If the funds are utilized to build infrastructure or provide new services not otherwise provided under the MFP demonstration, there is no match requirement.  There is an expectation that sixty percent or more of the funds would be disseminated locally to ADRC network agencies. 

 

The California Department of Aging is the eligible applicant for Section A, MIPPA and plans to apply for this funding.  This grant provides an additional 24 months of MIPPA funding to Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs), Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Programs (HICAPs), and Aging and Disability Resources Centers (ADRCs) to enroll eligible Medicare beneficiaries in the extra help available to pay Part D premiums through the Low Income Subsidy (LIS) or the Medicare Savings Plan (MSP) programs.  The target population are the often hard to reach beneficiaries who may have limited English language proficiency, live in rural areas, have mental health or other issues that make it difficult for them to navigate enrollment processes, may not have an on-going relationship with a health care provider, etc.  

Medicare Part D eligibility changes effective 2010, coupled with provisions in the Affordable Care Act have (1) increased the asset limits for LIS eligibility to 300 percent of the SSI resource limit, (2) removed some barriers to enrollment, and (3) eliminated cost sharing for Dual Eligible individuals in a HCBS waivers who would otherwise require institutional care.  California’s funding allocation for this section would be $2,147,358 which is almost double the State’s recent award for similar work.  In accepting this funding, CDA must commit to submitting 10,657 LIS/MSP applications between September 2010 and September 2012.  
