LEGISLATION LIST OF THE
OLMSTEAD ADVISORY COMMITTEE

First Year of 2009-10 Legislative Session
The California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHS) compiles and updates a Legislation List related to Olmstead implementation activities.  The list is developed based on Olmstead Advisory Committee input.  Committee members are asked to submit information on bills that have a substantial impact on Olmstead implementation—whether advancing or impeding implementation—that should be included on the list.  The following Legislation List helps to advise and flag bills for the Secretary of CHHS as well as guide discussion at Committee meetings. 
STATE LEGISLATION
AB 215 (Feuer): would require all long-term health care facilities to post the overall facility rating information developed by the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, also known as the Five Star Rating System.  

Status:  In Assembly Health Committee
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: 
Relationship to Olmstead:

AB 329 (Feuer): enacts the Reverse Mortgage Elder Protection Act of 2009, which allows borrowers the right to cancel a reverse mortgage within 30 days for any reason. It also prohibits lenders from referring a prospective borrower to a counseling agency, or paying related fees, without informing the borrower that this may create a conflict of interest.  

Status:  In Assembly Judiciary Committee
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: Advances

Relationship to Olmstead:

AB 378 (Cook): would require the IHSS Public Authority, in consultation with the advisory council and stakeholders, to develop training standards and core curriculum to be used in training of IHSS Providers.
Status:  In Assembly Human Services Committee 
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation:  Advances 

Relationship to Olmstead: 
AB 392 (Feuer and Jones): would restore funding to Ombudsman Programs by using existing penalties paid by long-term care facilities that fail to comply with federal and state laws for the protection of residents.  These penalty accounts may be used for any activity that directly benefits facility residents, including funding an increase in Ombudsman services.  The bill has no general fund costs.  It would also ensure that California’s vulnerable and isolated elderly in long-term care facilities are afforded protections from abuse and neglect through the Ombudsman’s frequent unannounced monitor visits and timely response to reports of suspected abuse and neglect.  

Status:  May be heard in committee on March 26th.
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation:  Advances 

Relationship to Olmstead:

AB 452 (Yamada): would establish the California Independence Program, a voluntary program for individuals not eligible for IHSS to provide in home support services to certain aged, blind, and disabled individuals.
Status:   May be heard in committee on March 27th.
Advance/Impede Olmstead Implementation: Advances 

Relationship to Olmstead: 
AB 1269 (Brownley): would continue multi year efforts to improve Medi-Cal’s California Working Disabled Program (CWD).  It addresses a “drafting error” cited by the Governor in his veto of AB 1113 (Brownley) and includes amendments requested by the Department of Health Care Services related to required, monthly premiums for those enrolled in the CWD.  If enacted, the law would change so that (a) an eligible individual who is temporarily unemployed may elect to remain in this Medi-Cal category for up to 26 weeks, (b) an eligible individual may have retained earned income above the maximum of $2,000 per individual enrollee or $3,000 per couple (both enrolled in the program) as an exempt resource when held in a separately identifiable bank account (not commingled with other resources) and (c) Social Security disability income that converts to Social Security retirement income upon the retirement of an individual, including any increases on the amount of that income, shall be exempt. Existing law related to the monthly premium paid by someone enrolled in the Working Disabled Program (WDP) would change so that an individual will pay a monthly premium equal to 5 percent of his/her individual countable income but not more than $250 per month nor less than $20.  Regulations would not be necessary if the bill was enacted.

Status:  May be heard in committee on March 30th.
Advances/Impedes Olmstead Implementation: Advances
Relationship to Olmstead: 
SB 38 (Alquist): would require law enforcement agencies to disseminate information on missing, cognitively impaired seniors 65 and older.  This bill is similar to the Amber Alert system for missing youth.

Status:   In Senate Public Safety Committee
Advance/Impede Olmstead Implementation: Advances
Relationship to Olmstead: 

FEDERAL LEGISLATION
None submitted at this time. 
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