Olmstead Advisory Committee Meeting

      Item 4



Background on ARRA

In response to the recent economic crisis, President Barack Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) on February 17, 2009. The federal government designed ARRA to create and save jobs, revive the faltering economy, and build the foundation for long-term economic growth. The Act includes measures to modernize the nation's infrastructure, enhance America's energy independence, expand educational opportunities, increase access to health care, provide tax relief, and protect those in greatest need. It also provides for unprecedented levels of transparency and accountability so taxpayers will be able to know how, when, and where tax dollars are being spent. For more information about ARRA, visit their website at www.recovery.gov
ARRA Funding for Aging Programs

Elderly Nutrition Program





$9,827,504


The California Department of Aging received Stimulus funding from the federal Administration on Aging (AoA) for Congregate ($6,585,441) and Home Delivered ($3,242,063) Meals.  These awards augment the current Older Americans Act, Title III-C Elderly Nutrition Program funds and are for seniors in need and to restore nutrition services and local food service positions that have been eliminated due to cost increases and funding losses.  


The overarching goal of the nutrition program is to address problems of dietary inadequacy and social isolation among older adults by providing them with meals in a congregate setting or at home.  The program is targeted to those with the greatest economic or social need and gives special attention to low-income minority and rural-residing individuals.  


CDA allocated the Stimulus funds to California’s network of 33 contracted AAAs using the existing intrastate funding formula.   The AAAs, which already provide Elderly Nutrition meals either directly or through their sub-contracted providers, must spend the Stimulus funds by September 30, 2010.

Senior Community Services Employment Program


$2,035,078


The California Department of Aging received Stimulus funding from the Department of Labor (DOL) to augment the Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP).   The funds will be used to serve an additional 231 unemployed low-income seniors until June 30, 2010 through subsidized job training at local community service host agencies.  Funding is being distributed to the 15 of 33 Area Agencies on Aging in California that currently have SCSEP programs.  


SCSEP’s goal is to provide part-time work-based training opportunities at local community service agencies for older workers who have poor employment prospects.  The Program assists with the transition of these individuals to private or other community employment.  The program provides a variety of supportive services to the individual such as personal and job-related counseling, job training, and job referral.  Individuals who participate in the program must be residents of California, be at least 55 years of age, and have an income that does not exceed 125 percent of the federal poverty level. 

DOR and ARRA


In accordance with the ARRA, the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) received $61.8 million in federal stimulus funds for its programs. This includes $56.5 million for vocational rehabilitation (VR), $1.6 million for independent living, and $3.7 million for older blind programs.

The VR ARRA funds constitute a large one-time infusion of VR state grant funding that offers the opportunity to make short-term program improvements that provide long-term benefits. This unprecedented investment will provide our state vocational rehabilitation-related programs with critically needed funds and the opportunities to continue efforts in providing services and advocacy resulting in employment, independent living, and equality for people with disabilities.


The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), the DOR's major funding source and federal oversight agency, granted fifty percent of the ARRA funds to the state on April 1, 2009, with the remaining funds granted in disbursements per each fiscal year through June 2010. The funds must be fully obligated by September 30, 2011. The RSA has awarded these funds in addition to the annual grant awards the DOR receives and they are to be used as a supplement to the annual grant, not as a replacement. The RSA also provided guidance on expending stimulus funds. With this guidance as well as stakeholder input, the DOR determined the best uses for the funds and identified practical implementation strategies in compliance with federal regulations.

Vocational Rehabilitation ($56.5 Million) will support activities including: 
· Expansion of Consumer Services
· Services to Category III Disabled Persons
· Employment Training and Career Development
· Marketing, Outreach and Communications
· Business Enterprises Program
· State Agency Infrastructure/Tech
· Staff Development Capacity Building Paid Internships
· DOR Staffing Resources
· Orientation Center for the Blind - Repairs/Maintenance
Independent Living Older Blind Programs ($3.7 Million)

Title VII, Chapter 2 funds are awarded to provide services to visually impaired individuals age 55 and older in order to maintain a network of independent living core services programs for older persons with visual impairments in California to assist them to live independently, or to return to work. Projects will include:

· Program development and improvement to stimulate independent living, empowerment and full inclusion of older individuals who are blind.
· Blindness/low vision training and skill building for professionals serving the older blind population.

· Vision/hearing loss training for consumers, and professionals serving the older blind.

· Reaching out to expand and enhance services in rural and other un-served and underserved areas.

Independent Living ($1.6 Million)
Title VII, Chapter 1 funds are awarded to provide support services to individuals with significant disabilities to maximize their leadership, empowerment, independence, and productivity and to promote integration and full inclusion of individuals with disabilities into the mainstream of American society.  Projects will include:

· Increase the capacity of independent living centers and other public and non-profit agencies in California, that serve people with disabilities, to provide transition services that support the mandate of the Olmstead decision. 

· Establish a peer-mentoring program model to provide support and advise people with disabilities regarding community living options in their communities, especially consumer-directed services, when they are either diverted from or able to be released from an institution. 

· Influence public policy development and implementation to realize the mandate of the Olmstead decision and remove the current long-term care system’s institutional bias.

· Native Americans to develop a model/strategic plan to be replicated and used by ILCs and public and non-profit agencies throughout California and the Nation. Using this model/strategic plan will assist IL service providers to increase overall capacity, by developing and training leaders who will then increase programs and services, coordination of those that exist, and further train and develop more leaders to promote organizational change to better meet the needs of California’s Native American populations.

· TBI & Veterans to increase services to TBI survivors and Veterans surviving TBI through capacity building, a media campaign, and public policy work, increasing the probability of employment outcomes and independent living.

· Youth to design and implement programs within California’s Independent Living Community for youth and emerging leaders. These ILC-based programs will assist young individuals with disabilities with supports and resources to facilitate a successful transition from high school to postsecondary education training programs, careers, community involvement, independent living, and leadership roles, thus increasing the probability of employment outcomes and independent living.
Independent Living ($10.2 Million)
· Title VII-C funds are distributed to 29 Independent Living Centers (ILC) in California. ILCs provide services that assist individuals with disabilities to live fuller and freer lives outside institutions. Additionally, the ILCs maximize the leadership, empowerment, independence, and integration of individuals with disabilities into the mainstream of American society.  

· The Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) and State Independent Living Council (SILC) through the State Plan for Independent Living establish the priority and objectives for use of independent living funds allotted to California.
· The allotment of VII-C funds is distributed by the Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration directly to ILCs.
