Intermediate Care Facilities for the Developmentally Disabled- Continuous Nursing  Pilot Project

Stakeholder Input Session  
 

February 19,  2009 
10 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

1500 Capitol Mall
Training Rooms B & C
1st Floor
Sacramento, California 
Visitors must check in at the guard desk and indicate they are attending the Stakeholder Input Session
The 1915(b) freedom of choice waiver for the Intermediate Care Facilities for the Developmentally Disabled—Continuous Nursing (ICF/DD-CN) Pilot Project ends September 30, 2009.  This waiver tests the efficacy and costs of a new type of ICF/DD facility to serve medically fragile, infants, children and adults with developmental disabilities in small home-like community settings.  The objective is to explore a more flexible and effective model of ICF/DD facility licensure that would provide continuous skilled nursing care in the least restrictive setting.  Persons with developmental disabilities who do not have the option of home or community placement receive personalized treatment and rehabilitation opportunities not generally available in larger institutional settings like skilled nursing facilities or state developmental centers.  
The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) partners with the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) and Regional Centers for this pilot.
In late 2007, the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) advised DHCS that the ICF/DD-CN waiver would not be renewed under section 1915(b) after it expires September 30, 2009.  However, CMS suggested that the Department submit an application for a HCBS waiver under Section 1915(c) to allow the State to complete the determination of the feasibility of transitioning ICF/DD-CN services to a Medicaid State Plan benefit.  Initial waiver approval under Section 1915(c) is for three years,
with options to renew in five-year increments.   

The February 19, 2009 external stakeholders’ meeting on the 1915(c) conversion process will address the following issues: 

1. Establishing the cost effectiveness benchmark for the pilot at the Pediatric and Adult Subacute Levels of Care.
2. Protecting the health and safety of consumers through approved alternative measures to Health Facility Life Safety Code requirements for generator capacity, sprinkler systems, and corridor width.
3. Clarifying the medical necessity criteria for admission to ICF/DD-CN facilities.
4. Participants’ Leaves of Absence from ICF/DD-CN facilities and their impact on the participants’ needs for continuous nursing services. 
5. Expanding the number of facilities to provide access to care in all Regional Center catchment areas.  
6. The statutory and regulatory processes of establishing a state licensing category for ICF/DD-CN facilities, as a prerequisite to making ICF/DD-CN services a State Plan benefit. 
After this meeting DHCS will revise the draft waiver application as appropriate, and intends to submit it to CMS by April 1, 2009. 

There will be a call-in option for those persons who cannot attend this meeting.  The Call-In number is 877-522-1747 participant code is 152667.  Persons wishing to submit comments or pose questions in writing during the meeting may also do so by sending an email to mark.mimnaugh@dhcs.ca.gov. 
For individuals with disabilities, the Department will provide assistive services such as sign-language interpretation, real-time captioning, note takers, reading or writing assistance, and 
conversion of training or meeting materials into Braille, large print, audiocassette, or computer disk.  To request such services or copies in an alternate format, please contact:

Department of Health Care Services

Dean Lan, Deputy Director

Office of Civil Rights 

1501 Capitol Ave., MS 0009

P. O. Box 997413

Sacramento, CA  95899-7413                                            

(916) 440-7370

Dean.lan@dhcs.ca.gov

California Relay 711/1-800-735-2929

