            Commonly Used Government Housing Programs
Government:  Federal
Program: Public Housing
Description: Rental housing owned by the federal government and operated by local housing authorities
Eligibility: Low to very low income (80% of regional median income or lower)
Availability: Proposed FY 08/09 budget supports 5 million housing units; wait lists vary depending on locality, anywhere from a few months to a year
Government:  Federal
Program: Housing Choice Vouchers (Section 8)
Description:  Vouchers provided to families/individuals with disabilities to defray monthly rent
Eligibility:  Very low income (below 50% of  regional median income)
Availability:  ~200,000 people with disabilities nationwide receive assistance; wait lists vary depending on locality, anywhere from a few months to a few years (2-3)
Government: Federal
Program: Section 811: Supportive Housing for Persons with Disabilities
Description:  Funds provided to nonprofit organizations to develop rental housing with supportive services available to low-income adults with disabilities
Eligibility:  Very low income with a physical/developmental disability or chronic illness

Availability:  $237 million allocated in FY 07/08 with $125 million proposed for FY 08/09
Government: Federal
Program:  Section 202 with Section 808 Housing Grants
Description:  Section 202 funds provided to construct or rehabilitate affordable housing for senior citizens; Section 808 grants tied to Sec. 202 funds support assistance programs for seniors with a physical/developmental disability or chronic illness
Eligibility:  Section 202: housing for very low income senior citizens (62+); Section 808 grants: housing grants for seniors with a physical/developmental disability or chronic illness
Availability:  $735 million allocated for all Section 202 housing in FY 07/08 with $24 million for disability assistance grants; Proposed FY 08/09 budget allocates $570 million for all Section 202 programs with $25 million for disability assistance grants
Government:  State
Program:  California Department of Housing and Community Development
Description:  Programs provide funding to organizations and developers for a broad range of programs, including rental assistance, farm worker housing, self-help housing, and homeownership programs.  Programs include: Multifamily Housing, CalHome, and Community Development Block Grants  
Eligibility:  Grants and loans provided to nonprofit and for-profit organizations and developers
Availability:  $5 billion in state bonds (Propositions 46 and 1C); bond funds granted on a rolling basis; ~15,000 housing units to be completed in FY 07/08; $70 million already announced for FY 08/09 

Government: State 
Program:  California Housing Finance Agency (CalHFA), specifically the HomeChoice program
Description:  Programs fund subsidized loans and grants for development and first-time homebuyers.  All programs are available to persons with disabilities, but the Home Choice Program specifically funds housing for persons with disabilities, and the Mental Health Services Act Housing Program (with the Department of Mental Health) funds capital housing projects for persons with mental illness.  
Eligibility:  Subsidized loans provided to moderate/low-income, first-time homebuyers; Grants/loans available for housing development 

Availability:  Provided $1.5 billion in first-time homebuyer loans to more than 6,400 families in FY 2006/07; Expected to provide $1.85 billion in loans for FY 2007/08; maintains a portfolio of more than 40,000 home loans
Government:  Local
Program:  Public Housing Authorities (PHA)
Description:  Most counties and/or cities have PHAs that operate federal housing programs, and in some cases additional PHA-specific programs.  HCD sponsors Housing Assistance Programs (HAPs) for 8 rural counties without PHAs.  PHAs/HAPs also operate as consumer service/information centers regarding government housing programs.
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