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 "Open data" refers to data that can be freely used, 
reused and redistributed by anyone –  

subject only, at most, to the requirement to 
attribute and share alike.  

This means that we want to make publicly available 
data (the data tables that are usually ‘locked’ in 

PDFs on our web pages) more usable.  
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CHHS is committed to:  

 proactively releasing publishable state data 

 making publishable state data open and freely available in 
accessible formats for the public to reuse and redistribute 

 publishing high quality data with comprehensive metadata 
and documentation to foster interoperability and maximize 
public understanding of the data 

 ongoing publication of publishable state data 

 fostering an open data process that streamlines, rather than 
duplicates the work of the data owners 
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 Data: A value or set of values representing a specific concept 
or concepts. Data includes but is not limited to lists, tables, 
graphs, charts, and images. Data may be structured or 
unstructured and can be digitally transmitted or processed. 

 Dataset: An organized collection of related data records 
maintained on a storage device, with the collection containing 
data organized or formatted in a specific or prescribed way, 
often in tabular form. In this handbook the dataset refers to 
the master, primary, or original authoritative collection of the 
data. 

 Data Table: A data table, in this handbook, refers to a subset 
of the dataset which may include a selection and/or 
aggregation of data from the original dataset. 
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Publishable State Data:  

 Data is Publishable State Data if it meets one of the following 
criteria:  

(1) data that are public by law such as via the Public 
Records Act or  

(2) the data are not prohibited from being released by any 
laws, regulations, policies, rules, rights, court order, or any 
other restriction.  

 Data shall not be released if it is highly restricted due to the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (“HIPAA”), 
state or federal law (such data are defined as Level 3 later in 
this handbook).  
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 California Department of Public Health (Aug 2014) 

 Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (Oct 
2014) 

 Department of Health Care Services (March 2015) 

 Department of Rehabilitation (Spring 2015) 

 Department of Managed Health Care (Spring 2015) 

 Department of State Hospitals (Spring 2015) 

 California Department of Social Services (Summer 2015) 
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Views to date 
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Counts reflect number of ZIP codes with rates 
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Now the ZIP code centroid is shown (blue dot).  When you click on the dot, 
the rate is given and the detail for that record can be seen below. 
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This view is 
saved in the 
Portal … but the 
user can change 
the visualization 
with an easy 
click. 
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The “About” button leads you to the metadata  
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The data is shown below the visualization.  Hovering over the 
portion of the chart will give the information as a bubble note. 
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Note - The underlying data, with the filters, is exported; 
however, the graphic visualization is not. 
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http://findwic.com/
http://findwic.com/
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https://health.data.ca.gov/Births-
Deaths/Leading-Causes-of-Death-2012-CA-
CDPH/hq5x-y7p7  
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