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                 CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE COUNCIL

PREVENTION/EARLY INTERVENTION COMMITTEE 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN REVIEW PANEL

Prevention Cost/Benefit
Policy Review Guide

The Statewide Prevention Citizen Review Panel (PEI-CRP) has two major goals:

Goal 1:  Promote increased uniformity in prevention practice by bringing evidence-based prevention practices to scale on a statewide basis.

Goal 2:  Promote federal reform of child welfare financing through education and awareness.

The review of prevention cost/benefit policy addresses both of these goals. A policy determination of whether a cost/benefit analysis of prevention practices in California could set the stage for improving return on investment of federal, state, and county funds.  Identification of cost effective, evidence-based (or research-informed) prevention practices could serve to promote greater uniformity of prevention practice among community-based organizations, networks, family strengthening organizations, family resource centers and others, leading to improved outcomes. 

This Policy Review Guide lays out a systematic inquiry to determine (1) whether a policy review in this area would be beneficial, and if so why; and (2) what key questions should be answered during the course of the review. The PEI will include a report of its findings and recommendations in its annual report to CDSS.
NOTE: The Prevention Policy workgroup will be concurrently identifying candidate core practice elements to consider for California.  The Prevention Cost/Benefit workgroup should focus on the identified core elements whenever possible.

1. How could a cost/benefit analysis of evidence-based prevention practices widely implemented in California be beneficial?  (Full PEI/CRP June 2015 Meeting)


2. Are there any efforts currently underway (or completed that are CA-specific) to determine the costs and benefits of evidence-based prevention practices in California?  
(Full PEI/CRP June 2015 Meeting)  If so, what was learned? (Review during call June – August)


3. What other jurisdictions have undertaken a cost/benefit analysis of evidence-based prevention practices and what was learned?  (Review during call June – August)


a. Did use of the study outcomes result in cost savings and/or improved outcomes?

b. How valid and reliable is the study? 


c. What was the cost of conducting the study and how long did it take?

d. What are the implications of the study for California? For California’s position on federal reform of child welfare financing?


4. Based on what has been learned during the course of the policy review, what recommendations should the PEI-CRP make to the California Department of Social Services and the Child Welfare Council? (Full PEI/CRP June 2015 Meeting)
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