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                 CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE COUNCIL

PREVENTION/EARLY INTERVENTION COMMITTEE 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN REVIEW PANEL

DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS

March 4, 2015
1:00PM – 4:00PM
Dr. Kathryn Icenhower, Chair of the Prevention and Early Intervention Committee/Statewide Citizen’s Review Panel (PEI-CRP) informed the Child Welfare Council that as a CAPTA requirement, each year the PEI/CRP delivers a report of its activities, findings, and recommendations to the California Department of Social Services. 

This past cycle the PEI-CRP focused on a review of policies and systems that are needed to facilitate child abuse prevention. The cover letter to Director Lightbourne, and 2014 report are posted on the Council’s website. The report summarizes our major activities which were: 

· The development and dissemination of a toolkit to better inform partners of issues and opportunities related to federal child welfare financing reform; and
 

· Expanded discussion on the benefit of a uniform statewide Prevention Framework. 

· During 2015 we will expand on these two policy areas by:
· Developing a statewide Prevention Framework to promote greater uniformity of prevention practice among community-based organizations, networks, family strengthening organizations, family resource centers and others. 

· The Prevention Framework will include a focus on responding to substance use disorders, given that 70 – 85% of all families entering the child welfare system struggle with issues related to drug and alcohol use and abuse. 

We will also continue dissemination of educational materials and federal child welfare finance reform toolkit. (Printed copies are available on request.) Further the PEI/CRP will update materials to reflect California’s policy determinations in this area and will explore the advisability of a cost/benefit study of prevention in California.
The PEI/CRP met following the Council and discussed the following:
	ITEM


	NOTES

	General Discussion



	Chair Kathy Icenhower welcomed members and guests and facilitated introductions.  New member this quarter: 

· Audrey Tousant, SDSU School of Social Work



	Finance Reform Next Steps for California:
	Kathy Icenhower Informed the PEI-CRP that Secretary Dooley and Director Will Lightbourne had been engaged to participate in the national conversation on child welfare finance reform hosted by the Brookings Institute. A scheduled meeting was cancelled due to weather, but will be rescheduled.
The meeting with the California delegation is slated to take place later this year. Kathy will keep the committee informed as the plan progresses.
Copies of the toolkit are still available electronically on the Council’s website, and hard copies may be requested from Lori Clarke LSClarkeBalzano@aol.com. Guidelines for dissemination, including website posting will be recirculated.

	Statewide Citizen’s Review Panel: 
2015 Activities and Timeline

2015 Areas 
for Policy Review
	Proposed activities and timeline for 2015 were reviewed. The discussion included review of expectation that members actively contribute. The consultant/facilitator’s role is primarily to support the process and deliverables of the PEI-CRP. OCAP will provide leadership in development of certain products for review and input by the committee.

The emphasis for the first goal is core elements of broad-based prevention practice that take in to account parental substance use. PEI-CRP asked for additional clarity on use of and reference to Differential Response. It has not been rated as an evidence-based program and evaluations have had mixed reviews as to its efficacy. 
Actions were amended to reflect the function of review and providing input, rather than direct development of products.


	Essentials for Childhood: Overview & Prevention Policy Initiatives
	The California Department of Public Health, with OCAP as a key partner, was awarded a 5 year grant from the CDC in September 2013 for Essentials for Childhood.  Purpose is to support a collective impact to building on and collaborating with existing efforts to promote safe, stable, nurturing relationships for children and families and prevent child maltreatment. Dr. Steve Wirtz provided an overview and led a discussion of how this effort maps to the PEI-CRP’s 2015 focus.

	Dependency Drug/Family Treatment Courts
	Judges Len Edwards and Elizabeth Lee informed the committee of the ongoing work to raise awareness as to the benefits of Dependency Drug Court. Given the committee’s focus on addressing parental substance use, it was discussed that early identification coupled with evidence-informed practice can support positive long term outcomes. The specific role of prevention was not addressed.

	Wrap Up 
	Next Meeting:  June 3, 2015 
Junipero Serra Office Building

320 West Fourth Street, 

Carmel Room First Floor, A & B

  Los Angeles, CA 90013
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