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                 CALIFORNIA CHILD WELFARE COUNCIL

PREVENTION/EARLY INTERVENTION COMMITTEE 
STATEWIDE CITIZEN REVIEW PANEL

DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS

December 10, 2014
1:00PM – 3:00PM

Dr. Kathryn Icenhower, Chair of the Prevention and Early Intervention Committee/Statewide Citizen’s Review Panel (PEI-CRP) informed the Child Welfare Council that she and members of the committee had recently met with Secretary Dooley and Director Lightbourne to discuss next steps for California in the area of federal reform for child welfare financing. (The Committee developed the toolkit to educate the public, stakeholders, and policymakers about the potential benefits to California resulting from federal child welfare finance reform.) 

The PEI/CRP met following the Council and discussed the following:
	ITEM


	NOTES

	General Discussion



	Chair Kathy Icenhower welcomed members and guests and facilitated introductions.  New members include: 

· Richard Knecht, Child Welfare Director for Placer County

· Tim Morrison, Senior Policy Associate, Children Now
· Rosalio Chavoya, Parent Mentor, Dependency Advocacy


	Finance Reform Next Steps for California:
	Kathy Icenhower provided additional detail regarding her meeting with Secretary Dooley and Director Lightbourne. The primary outcomes were:

1. An agreement to bring together persons of influence to define the “California voice” with respect to finance reform; and
2. Plan to identify key California leaders to actively participate in the ongoing national conversation regarding reform.

Director Will Lighbourne reminded the PEI/CRP that California is the largest consumer of IV-E funds and faces an increasing general fund investment. A key for California is recognizing the state’s unique needs which would not likely be well served by current finance reform proposals, and thus expanding conversation to include options that would better serve us. 

Of particular interest to the PEI/CRP is the opportunity to pull out and agendize work on substance use disorders and mental health as a child abuse and neglect prevention issue. The 1115 waiver expands the ability to pay for substance use disorders services, and could be further supported in a federal child welfare finance reform scenario.

	Statewide Citizen’s Review Panel: 
2014 Report and Recommendations

2015 Potential Areas 
for Policy Review
	As a CAPTA requirement, each year the PEI/CRP is required to deliver a report of its activities, findings, and recommendations to the California Department of Social Services (CDSS). The draft was reviewed and the following suggestions were made:

1. Cover letter to request a short turn around in CDSS response in order to best inform the work going forward;

2. Reframe the activity around Differential Response to indicate it has not yet been established as an evidence-based practice. The framework should be broader and inclusive of alternative response systems with a focus on the proposed elements;

3. Name CalSWEC as a partner in education regarding federal reform of child welfare financing (#5);

4. Expand recommendation around environmental scan to gain the big picture of prevention in California (#6);

5. Add recommendation to articulate the definition of prevention as broader than just entry into CWS, but also into other systems.
When reviewing potential areas for policy review in 2015, there was agreement that the options discussed all aligned well with OCAP priorities as presented by Ms. Sarah Rock, Branch Chief, the Office of Child Abuse Prevention (OCAP), California Department of Social Services in September 2014. 
For Goal Area 1:  Statewide Prevention Framework—
· Be clear to frame substance use disorders as the “driver”

· Data systems should be geared to determining what is needed to be known to inform prevention efforts

· Specify capacity building to deliver effective outcomes;
Are programs delivered to families effective? What are the quality standards programs must adhere to in order to be effective?

· Coordinate with data committee of Essentials for Childhood and CSEC prevention committee.

For Goal Area 2:  Federal CWS Financing Reform—

· Cross reference substance use disorders issues

· Explore a recommendation around joint management structures, such as Katie A.

	Wrap Up 
	Next Meeting:  March 4, 2015 
                           Judicial Council Offices
                           455 Golden Gate Avenue, Third Floor
                           San Francisco, 94102
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